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REPORT.

To the DiTectors of th e <Jen eral Hospital Society of Conn ecticnt:
GENTLEMEN:--

The Forty-Eighth Annual Report, respectfully submitted,
brings to your notice some changes in the administration of
the Hospital.
In pursuance of the Regulations adopted by the Society at
its last annual meeting, a Medical Board was organized, and
the various departments und er it were put in successful
operation.
A Superintendent was also appointed, and the domestic
economy brought as rapidly as possible into conformity with
the Rules prepared for the household.
In accordance with a vote of the Directors passed in April
last, a petition was presented to the General Assembly for
pecuniary aid to the Hospital It received a generous response
by an appropriation of $50,000, upon the condition that an
additional $15,000 should be otherwise secured. Friends of
the institution liberally met this demand, and by the amount
thus obtained from the State, the indebtedness of the Society
was cancelled, and provision made for improvements greatly
needed in the household departments.
By reference to the table of" disbursements,' ' it will be seen
that a considerable sum has been expended for improvements
and repairs. This amount covers the expenditure for radiators
and pipes requisite for heating by steam the entire third story
of the new wing, the fitting up of a dispensary on the main
floor of the north building, putting in comfortable condition
apartments for the Superintendent's family, furnishing the
morgue with necessary appliances, providing a temporary
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laundry. and for sundr.y alterations that hav e prov ed of great
convenience in tbe general administration of th e Hospital.
It was expected that a new laundry would be erected
during the year, but owing to the lateness of the season
when the State appropriation was received, it was deemed
best to postpone building until the coming spring, and give
full time to consider and prepare suitable plans.
The Medical Board are very desirous to have a one·story
pavilion provided for severe surgical cases, in which the most
complete ventilation may be secured: and it is hoped that the
generous aid of fri ends of the institution will enable them to
see their wish consummated.
In reviewing the labors of the year, .y our Committee are
able to report that all th e departments of the Hospital have
worked together harmoniously.
Captain George M. White was appointed Superintendent in
May last, and bas :filled th e position ~reditably to him self and
to the institution.
The Training School for nurses has now been in operation
more than a year, and it is with great satisfaction that we bear
testimony to the ver.y efficient aid rendered by the nurses in
the care of the sick. They have been faithful in the discharge
of their duties; and the unremitting devotion of Miss Townsend, the head nurse, to the interests of all under her charge,
has greatly lightened the care of the Superintendent and of
the Committee. The only expense of the school to the Hospital is for the board of the nurses; and we know of no other
source through which the sick could be as thoroughly and satisfactorily cared for without greatly increased cost to the
institution.
Upon the completion of the Dispensary in October last, Miss
Fannie Comstock was fortunately secured as apothecary-a
lady who for several years filled a similar position in St. Luke's
Hospital in New York City. She performs the duties gratuitously, and we desire to acknowledge her very generous and
e:fficien t service.
The entire premises of the Hospital have been inspected
weekly, and frequent visits made at other times, by one or
more of the Committee ; and it has been our endeavor to urge
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as strict economy in the management of the household affairs,
as seemed consistent with the comfort of the patients.
It is a particular satisfaction to recognize the faithful and
systematic visits of the Board of Visitors. Their bi-monthly
reports have been made out in detail, and have afforded many
timely suggestions for the general good.
The number of patients remaining in the Hospital Dec. 31,
1873, was 117. During the year 408 have been admitted,
making an aggregate of 525 under treatment. Of these, 412
were males and 113 were females; 204 were natives and 321
were of foreign birth.
Of the whole number under treatment, 313 have been discharged cured, 36 have been improved, 12 not improved, and
47 have died.
The ratio of deaths has been nine per cent. There have
been 12 births-9 males, 3 females. Fifty-one surgical operations have been performed.
The greatest number of patients in the Hospital on any day
was 125, the least number, 83, and the daily average has been
99~, and for the collective time of 5,188+ weeks.
188 soldiers have been supported for an aggregate period of
2,±04 weeks; 127 have been discharged cured, or relieved; 61
remain under treatment.
The contract with the U. S. Government for the support and
medical treatment of marine patients was renewed for one year
from the first day of July last, on the basis of 95 cents per day
for each.
Patients have been received from 60 towns in the State, and
the average cost of maintenance has been~ek.
Frequent applications are made by persons who consider
that they are entitled to free admission under the State appropriation of $2,000 per year, but it is sufficient to meet only a
small portion of the expense for the large number who draw
upon it for aid. 152 patients, for an aggregate period of 1,652t
weeks, have been partially supported by this appropriation, and
it has afforded but $1.21 per week for each. As the average
expense is $6 per week, this supplement from the State to the
$4.00 per week paid for all sent by the towns, still leaves a
balance to be provided by the Hospital treasury. A consid2
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erable number of patients have been received for whom there
was no other provision than this small amount afforded by the
State fund.
Our own citizens not unfrequently express much surprise
that applicants for admission cannot be received at the Hos·
pi tal free of charge, because it is considered a "benevolent"
institution-forgetting that it bas no endowment or fund to
provide for the expenses of support. It is earnestly hoped
that the friends of the poor in various parts of the State
will make provision for free bedR. In other institutions they
are endowed, perhaps by a church or by some other organiza.
tion, and kept for specific cases, or as a memorial of a friend
who bas passed from earth, but whose tender ministrations to
the helpless and suffering are thus continued.
It may be asked, why are not the donations made in years
past applied in this way in our own Hospital? In its unen ·
dowed condition these contributions have been needed for its
daily support, and the only interest that can accrue from the
generous gifts of other days, is that which comes from good
that has been done.
The great want of the Hospital is an income to meet the
increasing and pressing demands upon its charity. Many a
poor man comes to our door with exhausted strength and
exhausted means, who has struggled against disease, and
labored to maintain himself, until he could labor no longer.
Can we say to him: "We have no provision here for you'?"
P erhaps a father, or a mother, the victim of accident, or of
some fearful malady, seeks at our hands for surgical aid; shall
we take from the pittance, perchance laid by, the pittance that
is their all, or can we lighten the heavy burden, so heavy at the
best, and say : "Come, without money and without price."
Three hundred dollars will provide a free bed for a year,
and who will aid in thus securing to the friendless and the
poor, shelter and tender care in the hour of distress-perhaps
of death.
The interest manifested in the H ospital by those who bring
to it kind words and deeds, is sincerely appreciated.
Special thanks are due to the young ladies by whose efforts
the generous gift of $478 was added to the treasury, and also
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to all who aided in bringing a charitable undertaking to
so successful an issue. The amount was appropriated to cover
th e cost of the bedsteads, mattresses and spreads in the female
ward.
On the festival days of the year our patients have not been
forgotten. By the liberal donations of friends, a generous feast
was provided on Th anksgiving Day, and again at Christmas
they were remembered, and a company of young ladies brought
sunshine into the wards, with their evergreens, and flowers,
and generons supplies.
To the young ladies of the "Hachi-no-su," who have prepared many articles of clothing for the destitute in our wards,
we desire to express our sincere appreciation of their auxiliary
work. It supplies a need for which the Hospital funds can
make no provision.
The thanks of the Society are due to the Rev. W. G.
Andrews, Rev. Dr. Harwood, and the young men of the Theological Seminary, and of the Christian Association, for their
interest in conducting the Sunday afternoon services in the
Chapel of the Hospital.

GENERAL STATISTICS.
Males. Females. Total.

Remaining in Hospital Dec. 31, 1873, ______ 89
Admitted during the year 1874, ------ --- - 323

28
85

117
408

Total, _________ __ _ --------- 412

11 3

525

Of this number there have been dischargedCured, ______________ _. _-- _______ _ 240
Improved, ___ - _------- -------- --- 24
Unimproved, ____________ ------- - - 10
Died, _________ - -- -- ---- - - -- - --- -- -- 39

73
12
2
8

313
36
12
47

313
99

95
18

408
117

412

11 3

525

Remaining Dec. 31,1874,.----- - ---------
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Monthly Admissions from January I, 1S74, to January I, 1875.
Males. Females. Total.

January, _____
February, ____
March, _______
April, ------May, _________
June,-------July, _______

26
2S
29

5
13

Males. Females Total.
35 August, ______ 20
27
33 September, ___ 22
6
2S
42 October, _____ 24
7
31

26
36

7

33 November, ___ 27
42 December, ___ 37

30
IS

S

3S
21

Total, .... 323

5
9

32
46

S5

40S

Nativity of P atients.
United States, ___________ _ 204 Ireland, _______________ .. 216
1
Germany,---------- - --- - 44 W ales, ______ . . . _. - .....
England, _____________ . __ 29 Scotland, ________ -- ----- 12
Sweden, _______________ _ 2
Canada, _____________ . __ _
West Indies, _____ ______ _
Norway, .. . _-------- ___ _ 2
Denmark, ______________ _ 2 France, _______________ _
Italy,. __________________ _ 4
Total, ______ ____ ______ 525
Age at Time of Admission.
Males.

Under 15 years, ___________ . ________ . _
From 15 to 20 years,-·· --------·-----20 "
30 "
40"
50 "
60 "
70"

30
40
50
60
70

-------- -- -- ----- - -- -- -- -- -- - - - - ----- -- ----- - ---·
-------------------- -- ----- ---- --

so

---- --- ----------

so "

90

- --- - - - - -- -- -- - - -

Total, ....... -----------

Females.

6
27
101
111
S5
40
30
11

2
12
51
IS
9
10

412

113

s
2

Total.

s
39
152
129
94
50
:i S
13
2
525

Occupation.
Ax-maker, ---Brewers, ______
Butchers, ----Blacksmiths, .. __
Brakemen, ---Brick-makers, __

4

s
12

7
9

Burnishers, ____
Boiler-makers, _
Bar-tenders, ___
Bakers, __ .. __ Barbers, ____ __
Carpenters, ---

4

7
5
9

Cooks,
Coachmen, ____
Cigar-makers,._
Cabinet-makers,
Carpet-weaver,_
Compositors,. __

11
3

9
4

1

13
Dress makers,
9
Domestics, ---- 48
Engineer, ----Editor, ________ 1
Farmers, ______ 34
Gardeners, - - - 6
Harness-makers, 3
House-keepers,_ 3
Hostlers, ______ 6
Horsecar drivers,
" conductors, 2
Hack-drivers, __ 5
~

Iron Founders,_
L aundresses, __
Laborers, _____
Machinists, ____
Marble-cutters,_
Molders, ______
Masons, _______
Nurses, _______
Painters, ______
Peddlers, ----Platers, -----Quarrymen, _. _

6
4
65
9
5
13
6

8
2
7
6

Shoe-makers, __
Seamstresses, __
Ship-carpenters,
Seamen, _______
Servants, ______
Stone-cutters, __
Turner, ------Tailors, _______
Waiters, ______
No occupation,_

8
11

2
59
35
6

5
13
21

Total, ____ 525

Towns in Connecticut ?'ep?·esented in the Hospital fm· the year
ending Dec. 31, 1874.
New Haven,
Waterbury,
Middletown,
Greenwich,
Fair Haven,
Branford,
Woodbridge,
Wallingford,
North Haven,
Guilford,
Seymour,
Orange,
Danbury,
Fairfield,
Ansonia,
Hartford,
Bridgeport,
Birmingham,
Colchester,
Derby,

North Branford,
Prospect,
Cheshire,
West Haven,
Milford,
Plymouth,
Tariffville,
Southington,
Norwalk,
Norwich,
New L ondon,
Southport,
Meriden,
Hamden,
Lyme,
Bristol,
East Haven,
Woodbury,
Redding,
Westville,

Berlin,
New Milford,
Watertown,
Stamford,
Middlebury,
Mystic,
Wolcottville,
Litchfield,
New Britain,
Stony Creek,
vVeston,
Waterville,
Brookfield,
Madison,
Suffield,
Farmington,
Portland,
Mt. Cannel,
Hillsdale,
Jewett City.

State patients,---- . --- ---- ---- -- -- -- ------------ --- ---- 152
General "
___ - ___- - - - . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12 6
Soldier
_--- - ------ . ------ --------- - ----- ---- ---- 188
59
Sailor
Total, _______ ------- -- .. --- . ___________ 525
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Number of weeks State patients were supported, _____ . _. 1,652<}
General "
"
85 9t
Soldier
2,402f
Sailor
274
Total,. _________________ . _. _. . .. 5,188f
Number of Births-Males, .... ____________ __ _____ . ___ --.Females, __ _.. ___ . ____ __ _ . __ __ ___ ... Total, ___________ . ____ ____ ____ _ ___ ___ 12
Abscess, back, __________ _
gluteaL.,_. ___ ..
groin, _________ _
mammary, ____ ..
retroperitoneal, __
Albumiuuria, __ ______ . ___
Alcoholism, ______ . _ _____
Amaurosis, ____________ _
Amenorrhoea, __________ _
Anchylosis,------------Aneurism, ___ . ___ __ _____ _
Apoplexy, __ _. __ .. ___ ...
Asthma, _______________ _
Bronchitis, __ . __________ _
Bubo, . --· ---------- --- ·
Burns, . _____ .. __ . . ..... .
CalculuS", vesical, ________ _
Cancer, breast, __________ _
testicle, _________ .
uterus, _________ _
Cardialgia, ________ . _. __
Caries, humen1s, __ ____ __ _
Cataract, ____ ____ ______ _
Cholera morbus, .. _______ _
CiiThosis, liver, _________ _
Constipation, ____ . _. ____ _
Conjunctivitis, _________ _
Cyanoderma, __ . __ .. __ ____
D ebility, _______ . .. _ _____
Dementia, _______ .- _____ .
Diabetes, ____ __ ___ ____ _

.Diseases.
1
Diarrhoea, chronic, _____ __
Diphtheria, _________ ___ _
Dilatation, heart, . . _____ _
Discoloration, conjunctiva,
Dislocation, clavicle, _____ _
1
humerus, ____ .
Dropsy, __ . __________ . __ _
19
Dysmenorrhoea, . _______ _
Dyspepsia, _________ . ___ _
2
Eczema, _______ __ ___ __ __ 2
2
Epilepsy, _______ _______ _ 3
Epithelioma, ____ _______ _ 3
Erysipelas, _____________ _
2
2
3
3
2

3
1
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F atty degeneration, heart,
Felon, ___ ______ . _______ _
Fever, continued, _______ _
intermittent, ____ _
remittent,. _______ _
typhoid, ____ . ___ . _
typho-malarial, ___ _
Fistula, anal, ___ . _______ _
perineal, ____ ____ _
vesico-vaginal, ___ _
Fracture, acetabulum, __ __
coccyx, ___ ____ _
femur,--------humerus,---· __ _
patella, ___ ____ _
radius, . __ _____ _
rib,- - - -·- -· __ __
skull, _________ _

3
4
19

11

5
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Fracture, tibia, __ ____ __ __
Frozen toes, _______ _____ .
Gangrene, arm, _________ _
Gastralgia, ___ . _______ ___
Gastritis, ______________ _
Glaucoma, ________ . _ ___ _
Gonorrhrea, acute, ____ . __ _
chronic, _____
Granular eyelids, ____ ___ .. .
Hepatitis, . _____ __ __ ____ _
Hemiplegia, ·--- .. __ ____ _
Hemorrhage, posterior nare!',
H emorrhoids, _ . __. ______
Hernia, ____ ____ ____ _____
Hip joint disease, __ __ . __ _
H yd rocele,-------------Hysteria, ____ . __ ___ . __ _
Injury, arm, ____________ _
back, ___________ _
eye, ________ --- - foot, ______ - -- - -- hand, _. ____ __ ___ ..
hip, .. -- · --------knee, _. __ _- -- - - - .
shoulder, ___ . ____ _
side, ___ __ __ .. ___.
spine, . _____ __ . __ _
I nsolation, _ . ____ _. ____ __
Intestin al obstruction, __ __
Inversion, uterus, _______ Irit is, ________ - - - - _ . .. - - Lead colic, ____ __- ____ - - " palsy, ________ _____
J.,eucorrb rea,. _. __ --.-- - - Locomotor ataxia,. ___ __ . Loss of scalp,- -- - --- - ---Lupus exedens, __ _____ _-Mania,. ______ . __ ___ _ .Metritis, ____ . --- _---- -Monomania, _______ ___-N e01·osis, femur, . __ . ___ .. - _

4

4
2
1

1
2

7

4

2
2
2

1

1

3
2

1
1
4
1

2

N ecrosis, maxilla, __ __ ___ _
tibia, . _____ ___ . __
Neuralgia, __________ __ __
Old age, ____ ____ ____ ____
Opacity, cornea, _____ __ _.
Opium eating, ____ ___ ____
Orchitis, . ___ ____ ___ ____
Osteomyelitis, ___ ___ . ____
Osteosarcoma, lower jaw,
Otitis, ext ernal, _______ . __
Ovaritis, _______ . _______ _
Palpitation, heart, ___ _ ____
Paralysis, ___________ . ___
Paraplegia, ________ ___ _. _
P eritonitis, ________ __ __ _
Phlegmasia do lens, _____ __
P hthisis, _ . __ __ __ ____ ____
P leuritis, _ ____ ____ ______ _
Pneumonitis, _______ . ____

1
3
1
3
2

1
8
2

46
5
5

Pregnancy,-------------- 14
P rolapse, uterus,_______ __ 3
Psoriasis, ____ ____ ____ ___ 1
R ailroad injury, -- ------R h eumati sm, ____________
Rupture, muscle,. ____ . ___
perineum, . ____ __
Scalds, ____ ____ _____ __ _. _
Sciatica, _______________ .
Sclerotitis, __ __ ____ __ __ __
Scrofula, __ ___ ______ ____ _
Scurvy, ________ . _. ___ __ _
Softening of br ain, __ ____ _
Spinal congestion, ____ . __
irritation, ____ _____
Sprain, ankl e, ____________
Stomatitis, ____ __ ____ ____
Stricture, urethra, ___ _ . ___
Syphilis, primary, ___.. ___
secondary, . __ ___
t ertiary, · --- ____
Tumor, cornea, _____ .. .

2

53

5

1

l

1

5
2
3

2
10
8
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Tumor, :fibrocystic, ___ •• _-vagina, ____ ___ .• - Typhlitis, ___________ ----Ulcer, erysipelatous, __ .. --gastric, ___ - ___ -- -- indolent, _____ . __ . - _ 11
varicose, ________ . __ 6
Ulceration, cervix uteri,.---

Valvular disease, heart, - _- - 6
Varicocele, _________ - _- - - Venereal warts, ____ . ____ __
Vulvitis,_ --------------Wound, fore-arm, ___ . ____ _
scalp,_. ___ ____ ___
throat, _ . _____ . ___
gun-shot, __ ___ __
4

Opemtions.
Amputation, arm, ___ _ . ___- 2 R emoval of eye, ____ . _ . . __
leg, ___ . ____ _ 1
hemorrhoids, __ _
toe-nail, ___ ___ _
toe, __ . ___ ___ 1
lupus exedens, _
Circumcision, _______ . __ _- 1
Colotomy, __ __. _____ . ___ _
necrosed maxilla,
tibia,_ 2
Excision, elbow joint, _____ _
hip joint, ______ __
(encephaloid,
Iridectomy, ____ - ________ _
epithelioma,
Ligation, brachial artery, __
R
f ~ fibrocystic, _
emova1 0 8 osteosarcoma,
Operation for cataract, ___ __

·t

ectropion, ___ _
E papillary, __
scirrhus, ___
fi stula, anal, __
" vesico-vaginal, 5 Paracentesis abd ominis, ___ _ 2
corn ere, _____ __ 1
hydrocele, _ __ 1
rupture, perineum, 1 Reduction, dislocation, __ __ 2
stricture, urethra, 3 Reposition, inverted uterus,
trichiasis, ___ 2 Trephining, tibia, ____ ___ _ _
Removal of calculus, vesical, 2
Total, ______ ____ . __ _ ___ __ ____ __ 51
Ca·,~,ses of .Death.
Alcoholism, __ _______ . _ . __ 1 Old age, ________ _______ __
Burns, ___ ----- - ______ . __
P aralysis, ____ __ _______ __ _
Cancer, uterus, ___ ____ . __ __
Phthisis, _______ . ____ _____ 15
Pneumonitis, . __________ _
D ementia,.___ ________ ____
Diarrhcea, _____ - ____ . ____ 2 Puerperal fever,_. ______ _
Dropsy, - --- -- _. ____ _____
Pyremia, ________________ _
Railroad injury, _____ ____ __
Epithelioma, ___ . ____ _____
Fatty degeneration, heart,__
Scurvy, __ _______________ _
Fracture, skull, _- __ _____ __
Typhoid fever, ___ _____ ____
Gastritis,-------- -- . - _____
Valvular disease, heart, ___ _
General atheroma, ________ _
Intestinal obstruction, ____ _
Total,--·------------ 47
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Receipts.
From State of Connecticut, annual, _________________ $ 2,000.00
" soldier patients, ____________ ------------ ___ _ 14,575.16
general
---------------------------- 10,644.59
marine
----- - --- ____ -------------1,836.85
Miss Justine Ingersoll, avails of amateur theatricals, 478.00
Interest on loan, ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ________ ____ _
710.17
Funeral expenses,__ _ ___________________________ _
70.00
From Joshua Co it, donation, _____________________ _
100.00
Mrs. Maria Peritt, donation, ________________ _
50.00
________________ _
Mrs. John S. Beach,
25.00
Frederick I ves,
.. ___________ ____ _
100.00
H. B. Bigelow,
________________ _
100.00
S. E. Merwin, Jr.,
________________ _
100.00
John E. Bassett,
________________ _
25.00
L. W. Sperry,
________________ _
25.00
25.00
A. Foote & Co.,
------ - ---------W m. Franklin,
_________ _______ _
25.00
Congregational Church, North Branford, ______ _
6.00
State of Connecticut,------- - --------------- 50,000.00

$8 0,895.77
.Disbu1·sements.
Salaries and wages, _______ __ ___________ . _ ____ ____ $ 6,420.22
Flour, bread, butter and cheese, ___ . _________ _____ _ 4,469.80
Meat, fowls and fish, . ______ . _________ . _______ . __ _ 6,215.73
Vegetables, fruits, &c., _______ .. __ . ______________ _ 1,7 88.56
Groceries, eggs, &c., ___ - _.. - .. - ......... _.. _. ____ _ 3,656.88
700.32
Milk, __ - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Ice, ____ ----. ___ .. ___________________ ·--- _______ _
95.40
Medicine and instruments, . _.-.----- _. ___ ______ . __
1,541.06
Fuel, Gas and Water, _.-- --------.--------- _. ___ _ 3,306.08
Furniture, crockery, &c., -------------------- ____ _ 1,238.68
521.71
Printing, station ery, postage,.------------------ __ _
Barn expenses and live stock, --- - ---- -- -- - _______ _
569.56
89.61
Tools and miscellaneous, - .. --- ---- -- - ---- . -- .... _.
205.60
Insurance, _-------------------------------- - ---Interest on mortgage note, ---- . --- ---- ---- -- _ . ___ _
875.00
70.00
Funeral expenses,- - - - -- . - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - . __ . _
Heating apparatus, improvements and repairs, ______ _ 5,946.66
Paid mortgage note, .... _--- .. -- - --- -- ...•. _____ _ 25,000.00
$62,710.87
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l , ] 875.*

B ooks and Magazines.
New Haven Club, large package of J.ondon Illustrated News,
a nd magazines ; Mrs. Beecher, magazines and papers ; Miss Edwards, magazines; H . W. Mansfield, pictorial papers; Miss Margaret H . Townsend, package of books; Mr. I•. Bresser, Life of
Charles Sumner, two vols. Germau magazines, bound, two vols.
do., unbound, and one y ear's subscription for '' American Homes;"
Prof. E. E. Salisbury, fo urteen vols. for library ; Miss C. Collins,
books and magazines ; Mrs. W. A . Larned, twelve vols. bound
tracts; Mrs. Davidson, t welve vols. of Appleton's Journal, and
illustrated papers; Mr. 0 . A. Dorman, binding twelve vols. of
Appleton's J onrn al; Mrs. F . T. Jarman, fiv e bound vols. Harper's
l'llagazin e, packages of Ch ristian Weekly, and illustrated papers,
one framed picture.
Clotlli11g and Linen.

A friend, one doz. men's slippers ; R ev. Mr. Andrews, two
pairs pants, two coats, one linen coat; Mrs. A. Osborn, suit of
boy's clothes and two shirts; Mrs. H. Allen, four boy's shirts;
Mrs. \\T. A. Larned, pack age of men's underclothing; a friend,
woolen wrappers and clothin g ; Miss Caroline Tyler, one doz.
shir ts and other clothing; Mrs. Scranton, underclothing; Mrs.
George Marv in, new fl annels and valuable clothing; Mrs. A. H.
J\Iorse, package of coats, pants, and other clothing; Mrs. R ollinson, one silk wrapper and two pairs pants ; Mrs. J oseph Parker,
shirts, flannels and men's clothing; Mrs. J . A. Bishop, shirts and
flannels; J\Irs. Thomas Thacher, underclothing , &c. Infant's
clothing from l\lrs. Dr. Chapman, Mrs. D r. Bishop, Mrs. Prof.
Whitney, Mrs. Prof. Pa ckard, and Mrs. T. R . T rowbridge, Jr.;
:M rs. A. R. Street, clothing. cotton and linen; Mrs. J. W. Lane,
clothing, cot ton and lin en; Mrs. Hannah Barnes, clothing, cot to n
and linen. Packages of linen and cotton from Mrs. A. N . Skinner,
:Mrs. L. Carman, Mrs. Beecher, Miss l\1 argaret H. Townsend, Miss
S. J. Thompson, Miss Mary L. Morgan, Miss Mary Stockb ridge,
::.\1 rs. Wells, Mrs. Mar y Hoppin, Mrs. J obn M. Babcock, Mrs. Rev.
C. L. Thompson, Mrs. W m. Ellis, Miss Betts, Mrs. George L.
*The record of donations received from Jan. 1, 1874, to May 1, 1874, has been
mislaid.
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Thompson, Mrs. P. Chatfield, Mrs. M. A. Osborn, Mrs. Lewis D.
Brown, Mrs. E. C. Scranton, and many packages of linen and
cotton from unknown donors.
Ladies of Putnam and Thompson, by Mrs. Shaw, a box of shirts
and clothing. From Norfolk, Ct., linen and cotton.

Miscellaneous.
Mallory, Wheeler & Co., one doz. locks, with master keys;
Messrs. Lewis & Beecher, framing and glazing thirty-six copies
of "Hospital Regulations;" A. W. Deforest, invoice of empty
bottles; a friend, one rocking chair; Mrs. Frederic Ives, two
second-hand carpets; Mrs. M. B. Marett, three second-hand velvet
carpets; Mrs. G. Staples, pieces of carpet, comfortable and clothing; Mrs. Dt·. Bishop, pieces of carpet and comfortables; a friend,
two dozen oranges, two doz. lemons, box of figs; Miss C. Collins,
bananas, jelly and flowers; Mrs. Sumner Srillth, large basket of
grapes; Gen. S. E. Merwin, large quantity of grapes, one crate
and two baskets of peaches, oranges, &c. ; a friend, oranges and
figs; Mrs. E. C. Read, basktt of hot house grapes ; a friend,
twenty-five quarts strawberries; fruit and flowers, from many
donors; a friend, one lawn mower; i\Irs. T. D. vVoolsey, package
of linen and $1.00; Miss Elliott, $1.00; W. A. Lincoln, discount
on bill, $5.00; from the "Hachi-no-su," two sea chairs and a large
number of newly-made garments.
Thanksgiving.
Prof. E. E. Salisbury, one turkey, four chickens, one bushel
sweet potatoes; Mrs. W. A . Larned, two chickens and cranberries; Miss Lillie T. Parker, one turkey and apples ; Mrs. F. P.
Gilbert, two chickens; J. H. Bax, three turkeys; Dr. T. H.
Bishop. Dr. vVm. L. Bradley, Mrs. E. C. Scranton, Robert Morgan, a friend, one turkey each ; Gen. S. E. Merwin, one hundred
ornnges, fifty lbs. grapes and nuts; a friend, large box of grapes;
1\Irs. McCarthy, four bowls jelly; Morris Isbell. one barrel of
cider; a friend, $50.00; Mr. H. T. Blake, 5.00.
Ch1·istmas.
Mrs. J. A. Bishop, one turkey; Mr. B. Reilly, one turkey ; Mr.
F. Trowbridge, one evergreen tree; Miss Ingersoll, Miss Trowbridge and other young ladies. thirty quarts ice cream, a large
quantity of fruit, cake and flowers.
WM. FITCH,
} p d e· l
F. L. DIBBLE,
ru en. za
S. E. MERWIN, JR., Commzttee.
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REPORT OF BOARD OF VISITORS.
GENTLEMEN- Th e Board of Visitors have the honor of presenting th eir fourth , and last, Report.
During the past two months the regular weekly inspection
has been carried on, b ut nothin g bas been observed which calls
for suggestions or criticisms. In presenting t heir :final Report,
however, the Board think th at it is proper for th em to giv e the
general result of th eir observati ons during th eir term of offi ce .
.An d while they address themselves form ally to your Committee, th ey are glad of th e opportunity, now afforded them, of
addressin g themselves in reality to the public, in whose
interests th ey have from th e outset regarded themselves as
acting.
Arrangements were made by the Board, immediately after
their appointment, for weekly visits at th e Hospital by committees of two. I n accordanee with thi s plan, an d in pursuance
of th e instructions given by the H ospital Society, at least one
visit has been made, as it is believed, every week. Th ese
visits have been unannounced, and have been made at irreg ular
intervals. In one case a part of th e ni ght was spent in the
Hospital by both members of th e Committee then on duty.
Th e inspection bas extended to all parts of the buildings and
grounds, and every facility has been afforded for maki ng it
complete an d thorough. There bas been abund ant opportunity
fo r conversation with th e pati ents, and for the statement of
gri evances by th em. Th e Board have desired to consid er
nothing which could relate to the welfare of the inmates
b eneath their notice or above their criticism. And as their
earli er Reports show, they have not hesitated to speak frankly
of whatever seemed to th em to need correction. Th ey soon
became aware, how ever, th at the Hospital was subj ect to a constant inspecti on far more carefu l and minute than theirs could
possibly be, and conducted under a far graver sense of responsibility than theirs. And they have found the slight defects
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which at first attracted their attention steadily disappearing.
They have also noticed with particular pleasure that the Hospital and the Training School have been so administered by
those immediately in charge of each, as to secure a very high
degree of mutual advantage, while through the wise and watchful oversight to which referenee bas just been made, they have
been practically under a single bead. The Board are convinced that the institution as a whole is admirably managed,
and that those who are permanently employed in it and for it
are trying to do their dut,y. And they are entirely certaiu
that no defects, whether in the arrangement or in the management of the Hospital, are allowed to go unremedied a moment
longer than is inevitable.
But there are defects which neither the Prudential Committee nor the Hospital Society can remedy, and which call
for further action on the part of all who are interested in the
success of the institution. In one very important respect the
H ospital is seriously deficient. An institution of thi s sort,
whether large or small, is manifestly incomplete, it is in an
entirely just sense unfinished, so long as its resources do not
equal its capacity. Until provision is made in some form for
the support of all whom the buildings will accommodate, the
work undertaken in its establishment is but partially done.
It is, of course, conceivable that the accommodations provided
might be in excess of the demand, but the experience of the
past year proves that the case is otherwise here. The Hospital
building is not too large, while in order to make it large
enough the income of the Society has been reduced. And the
Board learn that certain patients, whom common humanity
requires the authorities to receive, must be received, if at all,
at a price which covers but two-thirds of the actual cost of
their support. The remaining third ought not to be levied as
a tax upon those who are already spending time and strength,
and thought, in the service of the institution. It belongs to
the whole of the wide-spread community, for the benefit of
which they are working, to make their task easier by restoring
the balance between the capacity of the Hospital and its pecuniary resources.

r

22
The Board of Visitors, therefore, earnestly second such
appeals as may be made by your Committee, or by the Board
of Directors, for an increase in the permanent fund of the
Society. They can testify that the enlargement (If the Hospital was necessary; reaso n itself indicates that the enlarge ment ought thus to be made complete.
Respectfull.Y submitted.
EDWARD E. SALISBURY,
H. CARMODY,
HORACE DAY,
CYRUS NORTHROP,
WILLIS M. ANTHONY,
WM. G. ANDREWS.

